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Romford Police Station 
19 Main Road, Romford 
RM1 3BJ 
 
22 April 2020 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear SNB and IAG Chairs 

I wanted to write and let you know about some activity taking place across East Area BCU 

(and the rest of London) over the next few weeks.  

As you are aware, during the lockdown period, we have been continuing our focus on 

reducing violence across Barking & Dagenham, Havering and Redbridge.  As we start 

looking towards a relaxation or removal of lockdown in due course, we want to maintain 

the reductions in violent crime, building upon some of the reductions in offending realised 

due to the COVID restrictions. 

We have reviewed the records of offending behaviour of those in our community and will 

be visiting those who have been linked to violence four or more times in the last 3 years. 

The majority of these are young men. 

The visit by our officers will be an opportunity to encourage the particular individual to 

consider this as an opportunity to change their behaviour and to help them to avoid being 

in situations that may be violent.  They will be offered a range of diversion opportunities 

tailored to their needs, and being offered within the borough they live, for example music, 

sport, education, training or employment.  Each person identified is likely to be visited 

within the next two weeks and may be visited more than once.   

Individuals will also be told that if they fail to engage with Police, that any future behaviour 

will have consequences, which may include arrest.  These consequences will be 

discussed and include highlighting the impact their offending has on families and 

friends.  The emphasis here is on the conversation we will be having with them, where we 

will be reminding them that being involved in violence could involve life changing injuries 

or worse. 

 



You will also see additional activity in certain locations across the three boroughs.  The 

locations represent places where violence and robberies have been concentrated during 

the last 12 weeks.  Officers will be conducting visible policing activity over a 3 week period 

at these locations.  Activities may include general patrols, weapons sweeps or knife search 

operations, as well as community engagement activity.  

I will speak to you in due course to tell you more about how the activity has progressed 

and in the meantime if you have any questions please let me know.   

Many thanks for your continued support.   

 

 
 
 
Stephen Clayman 
Detective Chief Superintendent  
BCU Commander – East Area 

 

 


